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Re: 
Announcement of NH RESPONDS Grant Demonstration Site Application 

Opportunity and Information Session 

The New Hampshire Department of Education will disseminate an application for New Hampshire SAUs to apply as project Demonstration Sites on March 1, 2008.  NH RESPONDS is looking for five SAUs geographically spread across the state committed to implementing a highly developed integrated 3-tier system of literacy and behavior support in two of their schools and an early childhood education program.  
There will be a NH RESPONDS Demonstration Site Project Application Information Session for interested applicants.   This is an opportunity for interested districts to come learn more about the NH RESPONDS Project.  All materials presented, questions asked and answered at this Application Information Session will be posted on the NH Department of Education website under Doing Business with the Department of Education, Requests for Proposals section.   
NH RESPONDS Demonstration Site Project Information Session:

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

1:00 PM to 4:00 PM 

at the New Hampshire Department of Education, Room 15.  

Please RSVP by Friday, March 7, 2008 to Tamela Dalrymple, tdalrymple@ed.state.nh.us or (603) 271-3843.  Attending the Application Information Session is strongly encouraged.

Any questions, please contact:




Amy Jenks, Grant Coordinator



NH RESPONDS Grant 



NH Department of Education



101 Pleasant Street 



Concord, New Hampshire 03301



(603) 271-3842



ajenks@ed.state.nh.us 
Attachment: NH RESPONDS Demonstration Site Information 

NH RESPONDS Demonstration Site Information 

I. What is NH RESPONDS?

NH RESPONDS is a five-year federally funded State Personnel Development Grant (SPDG) from the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs awarded to New Hampshire.  

The purpose of NH RESPONDS is to reform and improve pre-service and in-service personnel preparation systems in order to improve the knowledge and skills of general and special education teachers, early intervention personnel, related services personnel, paraprofessionals and administrators in designing, delivering and evaluating scientifically-based practices in two areas: (1) response to intervention (RtI) systems of positive behavioral interventions and supports (PBIS) and literacy instruction (LI); and (2) intensive-level secondary transition supports (STS) for students with emotional/behavioral disorders (in participating high schools). We also aim to improve the systems for recruiting, hiring, and retaining education and related service personnel who are highly qualified in these areas.

The ultimate goal in participation in NH RESPONDS is for schools to have a highly developed integrated 3-tier system of academics and behavior support at the end of the grant period. In order for this to occur, school districts will have developed a coordinated system of district-wide and individual professional development plans and activities. The primary strategies for accomplishing these goals include intensive work with schools in five demonstration sites, workshops offered statewide, the creation of course work at the undergraduate and graduate levels, and the revision of education certification requirements in certain specialty areas.

II. Purpose of NH RESPONDS Demonstration Site Projects

NH RESPONDS: Professional Development for Excellence in Education, will address early care and education (preschoolers), elementary, middle, and high school children and youth with disabilities to include the full range of mild, moderate, and severe disabilities through local school district demonstration sites throughout the state.  Specific outcomes include (a) improved social/emotional skills, (b) improved acquisition and use of literacy knowledge and skills, (c) reductions in major problem behaviors, suspensions, expulsions, and dropping out of school, and (d) increased rates of graduation, competitive employment, and enrollment in postsecondary education.

The overall outcome of the NH RESPONDS project is the development of a statewide training and technical assistance network that is aligned with federal regulations, state certification standards and the state performance plan (SPP) in special education and builds the capacity of Early Childhood Education programs and K-12 schools in the state to adopt, implement with fidelity, and sustain effective and efficient response to intervention (RtI) systems of PBIS and Literacy Instruction and intensive-level Secondary Transition Supports for students with emotional or behavioral disorders.

NH RESPONDS recipients will receive individualized training, technical assistance and support to their SAU wide administrative team and their school teams working on developing and implementing a comprehensive and integrated 3-tier approach to academic and behavior support.

III. Eligible Applicants  

All New Hampshire SAUs are eligible to apply for the NH RESPONDS demonstration projects.  Demonstration schools must demonstrate existing implementation in at least universal (school-wide, primary prevention and intervention) systems for RtI in either literacy (evidence-based literacy program implemented with fidelity) or PBIS (or both) as requisite for acceptance.  Applicant SAUs agree to identify one K-12 school that is prepared to begin implementing in 2008-2009 and has demonstrated commitment to work towards outcomes in RtI in literacy and PBIS by 80% staff vote (70% in high school).  The SAU commitment also explicitly includes the intention to work to 80% support in 2 other schools (including one ECE) over the next two years and to an SAU-wide leadership that oversees the integration of literacy and behavior at the district level using data-based decision-making processes.  

IV. Time Period and Number of Projects to be Awarded

The New Hampshire Department of Education expects to select Five (5) SAUs across the state from the applicants to be demonstration sites over the next 4 years of the grant period (2008-2012).  Within each selected SAU, three schools, including 1 Early Childhood Education (ECE) Program , agree to work toward project outcomes.  The timing of implementation within each school, however, as well as decisions about whether to focus initially on PBIS or literacy, will be determined through an SAU–wide team decision making process, supported by the NH RESPONDS leadership team.  This process will determine priorities for training and support, and an action plan for coordinating and scheduling training and support will be developed for each SAU.   SAUs will commit to:
· guiding principles that by the end of the 4 years the SAU will have an integrated behavior and literacy team to address students needs 

· reforming SAU and school systems 

· a data system and sharing of data 
· required 80% (70% in high school) vote of commitment by school staff to participate in NH RESPONDS demonstration site projects 

V.  Timeline: 

	Month, Year
	Task

	March 1, 2008
	Superintendents, Principals and Special Education Directors notified of NH RESPONDS Demonstration site project application opportunity and Application Information Session 

Application posted on NH Department of Education Website

	March 7, 2008
	RSVP for NH RESPONDS Demonstration Site Project Application Information Session 

	March 12, 2008 
	NH RESPONDS Demonstration site project Application Information Session 1-4PM NH Department of Education Room 15

	March 12-June 1, 2008
	Faculty Presentations for 80/70% vote

	June 15, 2008 
	NH RESPONDS Demonstration Site Project Application deadline

	June – July 2008
	Review and Scoring of  Applications

	July 8, 2008
	Project Recipients Notified

	Summer 2008
	Minimum of 1 SAU Team meeting to get things started

	September – October 2008 
	Projects begin  

School-based leadership teams formed 
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