
                                                                                                            Grade 9, 10, 11 & 12





COMPETENCY-BASED PERFORMANCE STANDARD

for

COMMUNICATION SKILLS

According to the NH Curriculum Frameworks, proficiency in Communication Skills means that the student will use a variety of methods, including writing, speaking and discussing, visual aides or video/audio representations, appropriate to the purpose and audience, to communicate effectively.

The student shall submit evidence to demonstrate to the assessor(s) that the following standard has been met in its entirety. This evidence should be gathered from at least two sources (contexts, situations, classes, or experiences) to show consistent skill. The student’s proficiency level in each competency area will be evaluated by:  1) assessing how closely the evidence submitted  meets this written standard, 2) the Assessor(s) Professional Judgement, and 3) comparison of the student’s evidence with Exemplar work that illustrates “Proficient” in each competency area.

The student proficient in communication skills will demonstrate the ability to
Grade 9 & 10:

Develop a topic

Include details to support a main point

Use appropriate grammar, sentence structure, and vocabulary for clarity and effectiveness

Organize writing and/or presentation materials

Use constructive feedback to improve skill

Participate in discussion and conversation by listening, entering in, taking turns, responding to other’s remarks, asking questions, summarizing, and closing, as appropriate to the given context

Support her/his ideas in a public forum using the appropriate visual/audio aids

Grade 11 & 12 (in addition to above):

Select and use the appropriate media and method(s) to communicate the subject effectively

Adapt writing, speaking, and/or visual representations effectively to a particular audience

Respond appropriately to verbal and non-verbal cues from the audience

Guidance Notes for Assessors:
The individual communication skills applied in a particular assignment or activity must be appropriate to the task. In many cases, this will be determined in the learning environment (class, task group, work experience, etc).

A portfolio of evidence may be used to demonstrate that the student has had the opportunity to apply all parts of the Communication Skills competency in a variety of assignments and activities.

PROFICIENT: student has presented sufficient and repeated evidence of attainment of a particular Competency, according to the Performance Standard. NOT YET PROFICIENT: student is still working towards complete attainment of a particular Competency. SURPASSES GRADE PROFICIENCY: student has presented sufficient and repeated evidence of attainment of a particular Competency, according to the Performance Standard, and the evidence presented for that Competency demonstrated skill beyond grade level. NO BASIS FOR EVALUATION: Opportunities to attain Competency or collect evidence were not present.
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