GENERAL AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

K-12 COMPREHENSIVE GUIDANCE AND COUNSELING PROGRAM MODEL

The Comprehensive Guidance and Counseling Program Model (CG&CPM) provides a clear program approach that reaches all students and, in its recently updated and revised form, aligns with both individual district goals and the NH Curriculum Frameworks. The organization of Comprehensive Guidance and Counseling Programs assists individual schools to develop and implement a coordinated approach to guidance and school counseling services. The manual describes how to move from a reactive to a proactive approach that involves the whole school, as well as parents and others, in a program based on helping all students meet their developmental needs and remain “ready to learn”.
The quality of our schools has been the subject of statewide debate for several decades. The challenge for school counselors is how to extend their effectiveness with the students they serve to help all students discover and develop their strengths as well as achieve success in academic areas. As a comprehensive program, set up to meet the needs of all students in all aspects of their daily lives, school guidance and counseling needs to address three areas: educational, individual/social, and career learning. The Comprehensive Guidance and Counseling Program Model demonstrates a way in which school counselors can assist all students by giving them learning experiences and assistance that is developmentally appropriate and follows the sequential nature of their growth. The implementation of this model will insure that all students have the opportunity to attend school “ready to learn”.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:

The concept of a comprehensive approach to school guidance and counseling services first became prominent in the 1970’s. Through the work of a dedicated group of state and national guidance leaders, a manual and implementation guidelines on this approach were developed and disseminated. At that time, the manual contained specific student competencies to be achieved through a guidance curriculum. At  the New Hampshire State Board of Education meeting on September 23, 1987, Edward Sweeney made the motion, seconded by Otis Cloud, to accept and endorse the New Hampshire Comprehensive Guidance and Counseling Program Model Handbook and to encourage counselors in New Hampshire’s public schools to use this as they implement a comprehensive program of guidance and counseling with emphasis upon student outcomes that will require changing the way many professionals view the role of the guidance counselor in the schools. In 1994, the State Board of Education became concerned about certain aspects of the Comprehensive Guidance Curriculum as it pertained to Health Education. Support for implementing the model was halted at this time. 

NH’s approved Curriculum Frameworks have since addressed these issues of concern. In the revised and updated Comprehensive Guidance and Counseling Program model manual, schools and districts are guided in developing the sequence of goals they will focus on in each grade level based on the NH Curriculum Frameworks and other recognized sources such as the new national Standards for School Counselors (ASCA: www.schoolcounselor.org). 
In 2003 the NH State Board of Education enthusiastically endorsed this newly revised NH Comprehensive School Guidance and Counseling Model and recommended its use in all New Hampshire schools.





















